252      Truth on the Tragedy of France
'* The war will only really be won if the strength of Germany
remains in future inferior to that of the victors. The value
of the Peace Treaty -will depend on how far many and close
economic bonds definitely seal the accord of the powers
who have defended order and liberty. The industrial and
agricultural resources of Germany and her capacity for
work would be inferior to the wealth and energy of an
England and France organised in a solid union. Short of
this union which would assure the relative weakness of
Germany the problem of peace admits of no solution in the
present divided state of Europe.**
The solid union of an organised England and France he
therefore admits in " the present divided state of Europe."
He would advocate it, too, in his third message as forming
the twin base of a large group of nations. But his heart
did not go out towards it. It did not go out to democratic,
Liberal, Anglo-Saxon Great Britain. Listen and re-
member :
" In the organisation of peace we must not neglect the
important role which falls to the lot of Italy, a great Con-
tinental power, as guardian of a part of Central Europe and
the Balkans"
Then hear him exclaim:
" Can one deny the existence of a family of Roman and
Christian nations ? What is born in the mind and heart is
sooner or later assured of real life. We are moving towards
this maturity of our Continent and we must work for it almost
despite ourselves.
" So, no little States reduced to a miserable existence. But
alongside Germany, a Federation of Catholic States which
will find their unity in their political > spiritual and economic
balance. Between the new Germany, this DanuUan Federa-
tion, Italy, Spain, France and Britain, the Peace will define
and establish broad currents for exchange of goods and
service.
"Africa, the common domain and principal reserve of
Europe, will be affected in its internal organisation by this